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Sen. Greg Ball, R-Patterson, Putnam County, said Democrats targeting him over his redistricting pledge are looking at the wrong guy. He supports independent redistricting, but it needs to be constitutional and not aimed at helping Democrats knock Republicans out of power, he said this morning.

The New Roosevelt Initiative said this morning that it plans to protest in Ball’s district next month because they believe he’s reneging on his pledge last year to create an independent redistricting panel to draw legislative lines in 2012.

“They should go somewhere else and protest, because while I’m focused on a property-tax cap and job creation, I also support non-partisan, independent and constitutional redistricting,” Ball said. “What I’m not in support of is giving the Democratic political machine in the state a complete apparatus to redistrict Republicans into oblivion as their stated goal.”

The oblivion reference goes back to then Senate Majority Leader Malcolm Smith’s comments last year in which he said, “With the Democrats in control of the State Senate, we are going to draw the lines so that Republicans will be in oblivion in the state of New York for the next 20 years.”

Ball said he’s supports independent redistricting that is constitutional. That’s why he’s supporting a change in the state Constitution, which is the argument being made by his colleagues in the Senate Republican conference.

The problem, critics say, is that the measure wouldn’t be in place for the 2012 elections—when the new set of lines are drawn. It will be another 10 years before a new set of lines are determined.

Still, Ball said he won’t back a plan that would be unfair to Republicans, which he believes Democrats are pushing. Republicans are outnumbered 2-to-1 in New York, so lines drawn based on population would likely hurt Republicans chances of retaining their slim 32-30 majority in the Senate.

“I stand by my pledge to have constitutional and truly independent redistricting,” Ball said.
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